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THE TRUTH, IN RELATION TO CHRIST AND HIS SALVA- 
TION, THE GREAT BOND OF HOLY FELLOWSHIP. 

L Joun, i, 3—That which we have seen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us : and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 


p> 


Fe.Lowsuir in the moral sm depends on a congenia lity 
views, feelings, and pursuits. ere these alike throughout a universe 


of minds, it would effectually secure their harmony, and render dis- 
cord impossible. But the ship of the moral system has been 
broken in upon, and very discordant views are now en i event 
concerning matters of such high 

rule over his intelligent creatures, their 

commands. Discordant views and feelings on these poi 

the fellowship of angels; fora part of their number 

with the government of God, while the other part remained steadfast 
in their attachment to it. This made a wide breach between 
which never will be healed. ‘The first parents of 

side of the disaffected angels, and withdrew their 

Most High ; in 

is that of rebels against 


he is recovering from their a 

race; whom he receives back into favor in such a way, that 
of fellowship between Him and them, and also bet 

be more closely drawn than they could Hay 
ever taken place. Since the apostacy, in i 
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friendly minds, (since some of the apostates will remain alienated for- 
ever,) still it may-augment the sum of holy friendship. For such an 
augmentation thanks are due, not to rebel angels nor to rebel men, but 
to God alone. 

Fellowship between kindred minds, namely, between such as ate 
redeemed by the blood of Christ, and between them and their Re- 
deemer, is the subject which the beloved disciple presents in the 
passage before us. Having in the two preceding verses made a brief 
statement concerning the person and incarnation of the Redeemer, 
together with the great opportunity afforded the apostles of gaining 
the most intimate acquaintance with him while he tabernacled in the 
flesh, he proceeds in the text to say: * That which we have seen and 
heard,” (seen of Christ, and heard from his own mouth,) “declare we 
unto you, that ye may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellow- 
ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” Christian 
fellowship is here supposed to be very desirable, and susceptible of 
improvement by clearer exhibitions of Jesus Christ, and him crucified ; 
implying that the more entirely his followers harmonize in their views 
of him and his salvation, the more perfect will be their fellowship with 
each other. And is it not also implied, that their communion with 
God himself, is promoted —— same means, namely, the similar views 
which are entertained by him and them, concerning Christ and his 
salvation? For, the same kind of fellowship which they had among 
themselves, they are said to have with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. If I have not mistaken the import of the text, it fur- 


nishes this interesting instruction: 
That the truths relating to Jesus Christ and his work in saving 
sinners, lay a foundation for the most perfect fellowship between 


those that are saved, and also between them the’ of their 
salvation. 

I. Permit me to state some of the ing truths relating to Jesus 
Christ, and his work in saving een we 

1. I will begin with the union of the divine and human. natures in 
his person. This was the truth on which the a now had his eye 
directly fixed. He begins this epistle, as he does hi 1, by asserting 
both the divinity and rp age of his Savior. In his gospel, he calls 
him “the Word,” and “the Life ;” in the epistle he joins them together, 
and calls him “ the Word of life.” In the gospel he says, “the Word 
was with God,” which is. here explained by his being “with the 
Father.” There he says, “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amon 
us, and we beheld his glory :” here he says, “the Life was peatientel 
and we have seen it—that eternal Life which was with the Father was 
manifested unto us.” It is evident in both his gospel and epistle, that 
he describes the Savior as having two distinct natures, the one original 
and eternal, and the other assumed in time; the one divine, mg the 
other human. And with this the words of scripture in general. 
The Savior is sometimes by names exclusively divine, and 
then by those which are human ; also by attributes and works of both 
classes, infinite and finite. At one time supreme homage is paid to 
him, while at another, he is found among the lowliest of worshippers, 
falling on his knees and on his face before God. In him these two 
natures, which are racperan! diverse, are so united as to constitute one 
person. Paul, in the ninth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, 
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speaks of Christ, as being in one of his natures an Israelite, while in 
the other, he was the pe a and blessed God. Both natures unite 
to make the Lord’s Christ, and the sinner’s Savior. The union was 
such as to render it proper to call the blood which was shed by the 
man Christ Jesus, not blood that God had provided merely, but “his 
own blood.” 

2. Another leading truth concerning Jesus Christ, is the perfect 
holiness of his character. The divinity of which he is 
must undoubtedly have been free from moral impurity ; and this was 
equally true of his human nature. The holiness of the manhood was 
not, like that of the Godhead, infinite, but it was entire. In this de- 
pendent nature he was “holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners.” In infancy he was distinguished from others of that age, by 
being called “that holy thing.” He was also “the holy child Jesus.” 
This character he maintained through his whole life, from the manger 
to the cress. He challenged his eagle-eyed enemies to convict him of 
a single fault: “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” Even the 
enemy of all righteousness was constrained to bear witness to the 
Lay A of his character: “I know thee who thou art, the Holy One 
of God.” 

3. No truth concerning Christ is more important than that which 
relates to the object of his advent. 'This object was complex, and yet 
one, since all the purposes designed to be answered by it are of a com- 
mon nature. All were holy, benevolent, and every way consistent. 

Nothing can be more manifest than this; that Christ intended by 
coming into our world, to effect the salvation of sinners. And Christ 
himself tells us, that he came to seek and to save that which was lost: 
and that he came to give his life a ransom for many. But this state- 
ment, that he came to save sinners, does not reveal the ore 
of his incarnation. It is important that we should be info in 
what way their salvation is to be accomplished. Is it to be in a way 
which prostrates the law, or in a way which honors it? This is a 
material point ; for a licentious mob in making an assault on a prison 
where some of their comrades are confined, are seeking to save trans- 
gressors from punishment, but they are seeking to do it in defiance of 
the laws of their conntry. A salvation of this character is a perfect 
contrast to that which is effected by the coming of Christ. It was 
manifestly one object of his coming to act the part of an umpire be- 
tween the supreme government, and this revolted world. The revolt 
was of long standing, and had been obstinately adhered to by pis gros 
majority of the race. After examining the claims of God, the 
complaints of men, he declared his full conviction, that God was good, 
and that men were wicked—that his claims were righteous, and their 
complaints groundless--that they hated him without a cause, while 
he had just cause for abhorring them, and even for casting them into 

ell. 

It has always been controverted in our world, whether it was right 
and fit to have one general government over the whole moral system ; 
and whether the Creator has an inherent right, without the suffrages 
of his creatures, to set up his dominion over them, and require their 
obedience to his laws. ‘To decide this point, was one of the most 
important objects of Christ’s mission. And how did he decide it? 
Manifestly in this way : That such a universal moral government was 
indispensable ; that God had the most perfect right to establish and 
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maintain it; and that the laws he had | over one which were all 
comprised in supreme love to him, and perfect benevolence to our 


fellow-creatures, could neither be repealed nor abated. “Think not,” 
said he, “that I am come to destroy the law—I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil; for verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth 
pees, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
ulfilled.” 


While Christ came to save sinners, nothing was more remote from 
his design, than to approbate, or in any way connive at sin. “God, 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, condemned sin in 
the flesh.” He came to save Sinners by making an atonement for their 
sin. And what is an atonement? Is it not essential to an atonement 
that it should do as much to make sin appear vile and ill-deserving as 
would be done by the infliction of the threatened punishment on sinners 
ara eh that the only object Christ had in d fe 

any suppose, that the only object Christ view in dying for 
us, wets free us from punishment, they greatly err. ‘To free us from 
a spirit of disaffection to the government of God, was in his view a 
matter of no less importance. ‘To redeem us from iniquity, is declared 
to be the end he had in view, in giving himself for us. Hence it was, 
that he made the most unieigned repentance of sin a prerequisite to 
forgiveness in every case. “Except ye repent, ye shall al) perish.” 

t was another important object of Christ’s mission to this revolted 
world, to reflect light on the benevolent character of God, especially 
as it is displayed toward his enemies—his disaffected subjects. “Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.” This display of the mercy of God, gives 
a new lustre to-his justice. It seems clearly to show that justice when 
it executes the threatened punishment, is not prompted by motives of 
cruelty. The ap oo of Christ represents all men as moral bankrupts, 
owing a debt to divine justice, of ten thousand talents, and having 
nothing to pay; and it represents God as standing ready to forgive 
them the whole debt when they shall desire it; yea, as soon as they 
consent to take the place of complete insolvents, and from the heart 
pray, “Forgive us our debts.” : 


TI. Having thus stated some of the leading truths relating to Jesus 
Christ and his, mediatorial work, I am now to show how t lay a 
foundation for holy fellowship between the people of God, anid also 
between them and God himself. 

1. Agreement in these leading truths, lay a foundation for fellowship 
between God's people. Fellowship in moral system, as before 
remarked, d on 2 congeniality of views, feelings, and pursuits. 
We have fellowship in politics, by entertaining similar opinions con- 
cerning the affairs and interests of the nation, the men in office, the 
measures pursued, and the like. We have fellowship in matters of 
science, by adopting similar systems of philosophy ; and in religion, 
by adopting the same sentiments, and manifesting the same feeli fs 
towards God at ee interests ee a. The —, Are 
agreement in our belief, feelings, and practice, the more perfect 
our fellowship. If, however, the matters in which we are agreed, 
though numerous, should be of a circumstantial nature, leaving us in 
a State of disagreement concerning only a few things which are essen- 
tial to the gospel scheme, a proper foundation for fellowship would 
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still be wanting. But as soon as wecan discover an ment in the 
most essential points of faith and practice, even before we have de- 
scended to minute sconhpmcccny Wa are naturally led to the conclusion, 
that if our agreement thus far be cordial, there cannot be difference 
enough remaining to prevent a brotherly union. And the text seems 
to make the assumption, that. the things which relate to the person, 
character, and work of the Redeemer, comprise so many of the funda- 
mentals of ee, that they whose sentiments harmonize on these 
subjects, will sufficiently agreed to enjoy Christian fellowship. 
That the things now referred to, were viewed by Paul, as lying at 
the foundation of the Christian faith, is manifest from his saying to 
the Corinthians, “ Other foundation can no man lay than that is Tai, 
which is Jesus Christ :” and also from his saying, “For I determined 
= a: know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified,” 

Under the first head it was shown, that the most material things 
concerning Christ, which are presented in the scriptures, relate either 
to his person, in which the divine and human natures are brought 
together ; or to his character, which even in the human nature is per- 
fectly holy; or to the object of his advent, namely, the bringing relief 
toa revolted world in such a way, as to frown on rebellion, and sustain 
the authority of God. Now is it not a fact, that those who harmonize 
on these points, must be substantially in their whole scheme of 
doctrine? They who concur in the belief that Christ is possessed of 
a divine nature, in which he is in every respect equal with the Father, 
must view the atonement which he made, as having infinite value ; 
and of consequence, they must view sin as an evil great enough to 
need such an atonement, and great enough td deserve an endless 
punishment. ‘They must view the law in all the strictness of its 
requirements, as justly claiming from us that unremitting obedience 
which was yielded to it by our Substitute; aud, in all the severity of 
its threatenings, as just, and deserving that honor which he gave to it 
by his ignominious sufferings. : 

Will not those who harmonize in their views concerning the infinite 
greatness of the Redeemer, the purity of his character, and the holy 
and benevolent object of his incarnation, necessarily entertain the same 
sentiments concerning every thing relating to the attributes and 
government of God? ‘Will they not agree in the belief that he is most 
great and glorious? If we agree in roe ar § just conceptions of 
the atonement made for sin by the sacrifice of Christ, we must have 
the same views of Jehovah’s right to reign over us, and of our obliga- 
tion to obey; the same views of the perfection of the law, and our 
entire inexcusableness in tran ing it. We cannot have just 
conceptions of the atonement, without understanding that it was no 
part of its design to make amends for, what might seem to us,an over ~ 
rigidness of the law; but that it is wholly a scheme of grace, which 
among fallen creatures may be limited, either in its provision or appli- 
cation, according to the good pleasure of God, without giving any of 
them the least cause of complaint. They who come around the cross 
of Christ, and who are instructed alike and affected alike with the 
wonderful scene which is here presented, may be considered as having 
for substance, the same religious creed. If they lay the npr 
alike, why may they not unite in completing the Se radunsental 
words, will not an enlightened and real agreement in this fundamental 
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doctrine, the atonement of Christ, furnish a bond of union between his - 


followers and a security to their holy fellowship ? 
2. I shall now attempt toshow that an agreement in the great truths 


prepay to Jesus Christ and his salvation, is sufficient to give existence’ 


to a fellowship between the people of God and God himself. The 
atonement of Christ, it is well known, is the only foundation of inter- 
course between God and men; but the sentiment now inculcated is this: 
that when any of God’s intelligent creatures, whether redeemed, or 
such as need no redemption, entertain the same views of the character 
and work of his beloved Son, which he does himself, and possesses the 
same feelings of approbation towards him,—between him and such 
creatures there must exist a holy fellowship. ‘They can say, not only 
that they have fellowship one with another, but also that their fellow- 
ship is with the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ. 

To determine that we truly have fellowship with the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we need only to ascertain these three 
things: First, the character exhibited by the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the representations made by him concerning the claims of God, and 
the duty of man: Secondly, the Father’s approbation of this charac- 
ter and these representations. Thirdly, our own approbation of them. 
Nothing is more evident than this; that if we unite with the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, not only in loving his Son, but in loving him 
for the same reasons, we must be in a state of holy fellowship, both 
with the Father and the Son. It is not difficult to ascertain what 
were the feelings of the divine Father towards his Son. They were 
altogether feelings of approbation. More than once a voice came from 
heaven declaring, this is my beloved San in whom I am well pleased. 
He always said and did the things which pleased his Father. His 
Father was pleased with him, because he loved righteousness and 
hated wickedness ; because all the words of his mouth were in right- 
eousvess, and there was nothing froward or perverse in them. We 
are here shown the heart of the Son of God—all his representations 
were in favor of righteousness, and in opposition to wickedness. We 
are also taught that it was this which rendered him dear to his Father. 
Now to make it certain that we have fellowship with the Father, there 
is one thing more which we need to know, namely, that it is the 
Savior’s love of righteousness and hatred of wickedness which serves 
to endear him to us. 

A striking proof of the Savior’s love of righteousness was given by 
the high rd he manifested to that law, which, in our world, had 
been violated and despised. Without the least dissimulation he could 
say, “I delight to do thy will, OQ God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart.” _ The law, in its most unabated form, he preached, obeyed, and 
confirmed by bearing its curse on the cross. This law with which he 
was so much delighted, and upon which he put such honor, both b 
his life and death, is based on the principle of universal good will, 
requiring every one to love his fellow as himself, and to love God 
supremely. It is certain that this regard which he manifested to the 
law, drew forth the complacency of his Father. Does it draw forth 
ours? If it does, there is communion between us and God. Hatred 
of wickedness is always implied in the love of righteousness. The 
Son of God gave the highest proof that he really hated wickedness. 
He never committed any, and always manife grief when he saw 
it committed by others. He boldly reproved it, both in public and 
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private; and to fix an eternal stigma upon it, was one important 
design of his death on the cross. His utter abhorrence of evil, renders 
him dear to his Father; and the same thing makes him precious to 
them that believe on him. A harmony of views in this matter is one 
means of the fellowship which exists between God and his people. 

Jesus, the name which God gave to his only begotten Son, imports 
that he was sent to save his people from their sins. The interest 
which he took in effecting their deliverance from sin, endeared him to 
his Father: “Therefore,” said he, “doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I may take it again”—that is, my Father 
loves me- because I have benevolence enough to induce me to lay 
down my life to redeem men from iniquity. Now if we love the Son 
on the same account the Father does, then have we fellowship not 
with the Son only, but also with the Father. 

The salvation of Christ is not only a deliverance from sin, but it is 
in such a way as to abase the pride of man, and exclude all glorying, 
save in the Lord alone. In this salvation we are represented as being 
altogether too poor to redeem ourselves; the Son of God must give 
himself a ransom for us. He said he came to save the lost—not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He frowned on them 
who trusted in their own righteousness. He taught the children of 
men, that if they expected to receive any benefit from him, they must 
come before the mercy-seat wholly in the character of sinners, ac- 
knowledging their destitution of all worthiness, and their entire 
dependence on divine mercy. With these representations of a. free 
and gratuitous salvation, which were made by the Son of God, the 
Father was well pleased. He was well pleased with his Son, because 
he never; on any occasion, proffered to his brethren. of the race of 
Adam, conditions of salvation different from these. And just so many 
of our race as are pleased with the Redeemer, and that on the same 
account, are in a state of agreement with his Father and their Father, 
his God and their God. It is an axiom, (i. e. a self-evident truth,) that 
when two things agree with a third, they agree with each other. And 
this will apply to moral as well as natural subjects. Just so man 
intelligences, whether infinite or finite, whether celestial or terrestri 
as entertain the same view and the same approbation of the character 
and work of the Redeemer, are in such a State of agreement one with 
another, as to prepare them to be united in one holy and blessed 
society forever. 


REMARES. 


1. This subject helps us see why Christ is represented as the uniting 
bond, that will hold together those parts of the intelligent universe 
which have either retained or recovered a holy character. The sinless 
angels did not need his blood to redeem them ; but that developement 
of the glory of God, which was made by the work of redemption, they 
did need. These are things which the angels desire to look into; and 
they serve as the most perfect bond of union between them and their 
supreme King, and also between them and their fellow-subjects. 
Christ is therefore spoken of by the apostle as coll together and 
becoming the head of a family composed of men saved from their sins, 
and of angels who never sinned: “that in the dispensation of the ful- 





232 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [Aug. 


ness of time, he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both . 
which are in heaven and which are on earth, even in him.” 
2. In the light of this subject we see, that Christian fellowship is — 
something truly great and holy ; very different from a union made by 
party interests, or an agreement in the mere modes of worship, and 
other circumstantials of religion. It is the union of minds sanctified 
by the Holy Ghost, and thus brought to harmonize in their views and 
feelings concerning the essential truths relating to God, his character, 
rovidence, moral government, and grace. “Whom love,” said the 
beloved disciple, “in the truth: and not I only, but also all they that 
have known the truth ; for the truth’s sake which dwelleth in us, and 
shall be with us forever.” Here we are taught that the truth, when it 
is so received into our hearts as to gain a permanent residence, now 
constitutes, and will forever constitute the great bond of fellowship. 

3. In thesubject before us, we discover a good reason for denomina- 
ting the Lord’s supper a communion. “Thecup of blessing which we 
bless,” said the apostle, “is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ ?/ The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ?” By our eating of one bread and drinking of the 
same cup, we have an apparent fellowship ; but to render it real and 
holy, we need to have similar feelings towards those infinitely import- 
ant truths which are exhibited in the sacramental supper ; such as 
the holiness of the law, the ill desert of sin, the justice of in punish- 
ing, and his mercy in.pardoning it. If the communicants do not dis- 
cern the Lord’s body, and, in a spiritual sense, feed upon it, they will 
have no life in them, nor communion a them. 

4. Since gospel truth lays the foundation for Christian fellow- 
ship, the op oe way to promote such fellowship, is to make a clear ez- 
hibition of that truth. When the mere modes and forms of religion 
divide our hearers, it may be consistent that we should bear lightly on 
them, or perhaps for a time pass them over in silence: but if our 
gee er Jesus Christ and him crucified will offend them, they must 

offended. Could any thing be more absurd, than that the ministers 
of Christ, for the sake of promoting fellowship, should withhold those 
pillar doctrines that furnish the only basis on which Christian fellow- 
ship can be consistently built? 

5. In view of the importance of a holy fellowship in the moral 
system, of what immense value is the gift of the Holy Spirit. His 
efficiency is the immediate cause of all such fellowship, wherever it is 
found, whether on earth or inheaven. Hence it is that it receives the 
name of “the fellowship of the Spirit,” and “the communion of the 
Holy Ghost.” As the witness and intercession of the Spirit, of which 
the apostle in his Epistle to the Romans, intend those evidences 
of grace, and those breathings of devotion, which exist in our own 
hearts, by means of his pape yg ony ma ; so the fellowship of the 
Spirit, or the communion of the Holy Ghost, (which means the same 


thing,) describes that holy serene or communion among ourselves, 
and between us and-our Maker, of which his agency is the cause. 
Without this agency, the truth itself forms no bond of union. Even 
devils agree with the angels of light in believing the existence of one 

ing and true God. But their agreement with them in this belief, has 


hi 

no infusnce in uniting them to those blessed spirits: nor is it any bond 
of union among themselves. With the angels of light, things are ve 
different. They not only believe in the existence of one living an 
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true God ; but their belief of it is spiritual, being the fruit of a com- 

lete indwelling of the Spirit of in all their hearts. Nor is the be- 

ief of just men made perfect in glory, any less spiritual. And so far 
as the Spirit of God has prevailed, in expelling sin from the hearts of 
good men on earth, the way is prepared for them to receive the truth 
in the love of it ; so that they have a real and pure fellowship one with 
another, and also with the inhabitants of the upper world. All the holy 
fellowship in the universe, is effected by the Spirit of God. ‘The in- 
finite holiness of God himself, is certainly from his own Spirit: and 
the holiness of all his creatures, whether on earth or in heaven, is from 
thesame source. Their holiness, it is true, exists in their own minds; 
but a Senoa is be efficient 08 of r eee Mon since me holi- 
ness thus uced, prepares them to be united in their views, feelin 
and pursuits, it is a spiritual union, and may well be Jeinoabaaed 
the fellowship of the Spirit. 

6. This subject will assist us in determining the question of our 
meetness for heaven : if we have fellowship with God and his friends, 
then are we prepared to spend eternity in their society. reading 
the word of God, we discover what are his sentiments and feeling: 
and also what are the sentiments and feelings of his friends, in relation 
to all those great subjects which lay a foundation for spiritual fellow- 
ship. If we are honest in our endeavors to become acquainted with 
their sentiments and feelings, and also with those of our own minds, 
we shall be able to determine whether we are in a state of ment 
with them : and a ore: boy us remember, is essential to fellowship ; 
for how can two walk together except they be agreed ? 

Are we in astate of agreement with the God of the Bible? Can we 
perceive this, when we pray? Prayer is often called communion with 
God. Do we, when we pray, have real communion with Him? 
Unless our prayers are an beseoray e. Bre they bring our minds to 
look directly at the most weighty truths of divine revelation, and this 
gives us a opportunity to know whether our fellowship is with the 
God of the Bible. When we come before him in prayer, it concerns us 
to be able to decide, whethér we entertain those views of divine subjects 
which he has declared to be his own. He views peeps mle reign 
over the universe ; and has declared that he will not give his glory to 
another. Do our feelings accord with this declaration: do we from 


the heart say, let him have the glory due to his name? He has mani- 


fested an entire r to his holy law, and a great abhorrence of our 
transgressions. we love the one, and abhor the other? In God’s 
account, a pharisaical self-righteous spirit is loathsome ; but those who 
come to him with a broken and contrite spirit, not relying on their own 
righteousness, but on that of his Son, he will not despise. Ave these 
the very sentiments of our hearts? Do we loathe the self-righteous- 
ness we discover in our own religious services? Though would 
have us justified freely through the redemption of his Son, yet he wills 
our sanctification. we, in accordance with this, hunger and thirst 
after righteousness? Can we, in these solemn a es to God, ap- 
peal to him as the searcher of hearts, that his as he has revealed 
it to us, concerning his prerogatives and our obligations, his infinite 
purity and our entire depravity, his free and our utter unworthi- 
ness, meets our cordial approbation? Can we say, that as he thinks 
and feels on these interesting subjects, so we think and feel? If we 
can, then may we say with the apostle, truly our fellowship is with the 
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Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And they who enjoy the 
blessedness of communion with God now, will enjoy it hereafter; for 
communion on earth is a foretaste and an earnest of communion in 
heaven. 

But let us remember the caution which the apostle gives, in close 
connection with the text: “If we say we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness,” (i. e. in moral darkness or sin,) “ we lie, and do 
not the truth.” 

Lastly. This subject reflects light on the criminality of unbelief. 
To many it seems strange, that the gospel should denounce such severe 
threatenings against that, which to them appears no crime at all; or, 
if any, a very small one. How, say they, can we be considered so 
culpable for not believing what appears to us irrational and unworthy 
of our belief? But would such a glorious exhibition of divine truth 
appear unworthy of their belief, if they did not love darkness rather 
than light? The gospel, which proffers salvation to repenting rebels 
through the mediation of Christ, recognises the immutable difference 
between holiness and sin, and makes the most luminous display of the 
divine glory, and of all those truths, which form the only basis for a 
consistent fellowship in the moral system. .They who cannot be at- 
tracted by such things as are presented in the gospel, are decided 
enemies to the interests of the universe. The man who rejects the 
offer of eternal life, on the condition of repentance towards God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, practically declares that he wants no 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, nor with his Father, nor with 
his disciples, nor with angels of light ; that he wants no divine govern- 
ment, no moral law, no mercy-seat, nor reconciliation with . His 
unbelief plainly speaks it out: “If I cannot be received into the fellow- 
ship of God and his friends, without my feelings and pursuits being 
made to harmonize with theirs, let me remain without the camp of 
Israel.” And what does the threatening of God do, but confirm his 
own choice? “He that believeth not, shall bedamned.” The threat- 
ening places him without the gates of the New Jerusalem, where he has 
chosen to remain. It excludes him from the fellowship of those 
within the walls of the holy city, and leaves him in the company of 
those who are characterized as “dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and-murderers, and idalaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie !” 

But let not the unbeliever think that his case excites no compassion. 
While the gates of the holy city are not shut, to be opened no more, we 
cannot forbear to cast a wishful look, and to address him, in the lan- 
guage of Moses to Hobab: Come thou with us, and we will dothee good ; 
for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel. Let such of you 
as have not yet accepted the gospel invitation, know that the God of 
Zion, and all his friends in heaven and earth, wait to receive you 
into their fellowship. “The Spirit and the bride say, come.” Oh, 
come then without delay, lest the privilege of being associated with 
such holy and blessed society be lost forever. 
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SERMON CXCVII. 





By REV. JOHN H. AGNEW. 


PROFESSOR IN NEWARK COLLEGE, DELAWARE. 





MOTIVES AND MEANS OF PEACE TO THE CHURCHES. 
PSALM, CxiI. 7.—Peace be within thy walls. 


Tue Psalmist, contemplating the beauty of Zion, and the delightful 
harmony and exquisite grandeur of the worship at Jerusalem, and 
feeling his bosom glow with love forhis “brethren and companions,” 
when they said, “let us go into the house of the Lord,” breathes forth 
to Heaven the soft aspiration, “ Peace be within thy walls.” This 
prayer of the sweet singer of Israel, contains a sentiment which ought 
to be cherished in every Christian’s heart, and often uttered in his peti- 
tions before the Throne. It is of the same spirit with the final blessing 
and legacy of the dear Redeemer: “ Peace I leave with you ; my peace 
I give unto you :” and will therefore be an appropriate theme fora few 
remarks on the importance of peace in the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

1. The triune Jehovah, the covenant God of the Church, is the God 
of peace. How frequently in the benedictions of the Apostle Paul, is 
he thus characterized: “The God of peace be with you,” Rom. xv. 33. 
—“ The very God of peace sanctify you wholly,” 1. Thess. v.23.—“ The 
God of peace make you perfect in every good work,” Heb. xiii. 20.— 
“ God is not the author of confusion, but of peace,” 1. Cor. xiv. 33.— 
Consequently, in entering into covenant with him, he will expect of us 
conformity with his own character, and esteem us as his people only 
so far as we imbibe his spirit. And we cannot consider the church as 
fulfilling her obligations to her Sovereign, unless she cultivate those 
dispositions which will fit her for communion with him, and continual- 
ly “ follow after the things which make for peace.” 

2. Jesus Christ, the head of the church, and king in Zion, is the 
Prince of peace—the Lord of peace. At his birth as the Son of Man, 
a choir of the heavenly hosts sang, “ Peace on earth.” ‘To effect a re- 
conciliation betweenan offended God and rebellious men, was the pur- 
pose for which he came into our world, and submitted to poverty, re- 
proach, and death ; and to secure this object, he now lives as Intercessor 
in heaven. He therefore anticipates, that peace will reign in his 
spiritual kingdom, that its members will all speak the same thing, 
being perfectly joined together in the same mind, that there may be no 
schism in the body, but the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
What! shall there be strife and divisions among the subjects of that 
kingdom, which is “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost?” Shall the osdlins of the Prince of peace, march forth under 
any other banner than that of love? Shall they not emulate the 
spirit and manner of their great leader? His paths on earth were paths 
of peace ; his sermons, sermons of peace ; his prayers, his benedictions, 
his commissions, all were peace. And now that “he reigns exalted 
high,” peace is inscribed on the radiant bow of glory that encircles his 

ead. 
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3. The Spirit, who inhabits the church as his temple, is a spirit of 
peace, and refuses to dwell in the midst of noise, strife, and confusion. 
“The fruit of the Spirit, is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, meekness, temperance.” ‘These effects of the Spirit’s operation 
are all connected with a subdued and softened heart ; and every thing 
which is of an opposite nature and tendency, belongs to the flesh, grieves 
the Holy Spirit, and induces him to take his departure. “Whence 
come wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of 
your lusts, that war in your members?” Wherever then we find envy- 
ing, strife, and divisions, there is carnality, confusion, and every evil 
work ; there the Spirit will not remain, and we may not look for his 
peaceful and purifying presence. But how shall the church ever arise 
and shine, fair as the moon, and clear as the sun—how shall she ever 

ut forth her strength, and exert her power to bring the world to the 
ove of God and holiness, if that Spirit desert her, whose it is to cherish 
her graces, give her might in prayer, and make her instrumental in the 
conversion of the world ? : 

4, The constitution of the kingdom of Christ, is one whose essen- 
tial principles are peace. “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight.”—The 
principles on which I establish my government in the world, are not 
the ordinary principles of human government, but such as inspire m 
subjects with peaceful feelings, and induce them to sheath the sword, 
and make conquests only by the persuasive influences of truth and love. 
The gospel is the gospel of peace. “Have peace one with another.” 
“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” 
“The kingdom of God is peace.” Indeed we can scarcely read a 
section in this constitution, without perceiving clearly that it emanated 
from the God of peace, and was intended and adapted to bless the 
world with peace, and to lead men to love and pursue it. 

Hence we read that “unto them that are contentious, and obey not 
the truth,” God will render “indignation and wrath :” but “‘ blessed 
are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God.” 
“ Live in peace, and the God of peace shall be with you.” When there- 
fore the Christian church enters into sharp and virulent controversy, 
when her members indulge in debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, back- 
bitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults, they belie Christianity, contra- 
vene its laws, rebel = its righteous principles, and offend its 
author, their King. then we would preserve inviolate the very 
charter under which we act, and which we acknowledge to be excel- 
lent by our voluntary adoption of it, we must avoid foolish and un- 
learned questions, which gender strife, and follow after peace with them 
that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. 

5. The church can only then shew forth her beauty, and glorify 
her King, when her members are at peace with one another. The 
beauty of the church consists not in any external habiliments, or any 
system of observances, but in a meek and quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God, is of great price ; in the manifestation of kindness, tender- 
ness, meekness, forbearance, peace. Only when clothed with humility, 
and crowned with love, and speaking in the mild accents of mercy, 
~ can she so let her light shine, that others, seeing her good works, shall 

lorify her Father who is in heaven; and only then can she go to the 
ootstool of mercy, and implore the Spirit to lift up a stan against 
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the onsets of theenemy. In order to glorify her Jesus, she must walk 
in his steps, imitate his example, grow up into his likeness ; and 
* Thus will she best im abroad, 
The honors of her Savior God.” 

Thus will she convince the world of the purity of her motives, and 
the excellence of her religion, and lead multitudes to shout, “ Hosanna 
to the Son of David.” 

But who can admire the church, when they see it the arena of strife 
and sedition? Who can believe it to be built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner- 
stone? Who will imagine it to be the image of a pure and lovely re- 
ligion? Or who will be won over to the love and belief of the truth? 
And how can Christianity ever hope to take hold of the world, and se- 
cure its favor, while her professed friends are not at peace among 
themselves, but displaying towards each other the rancor and malice 
of bitterest foes? How can we dream of making conquest of the whole 
earth, and recommending the religion of Jesus to Pagan nations, until 
we shake ourselves from the dust, and put on the beautiful garments 
of peace ?—until, in one united host, accoutred in the armor of God, and 
wielding the spiritual weapons of the heavenly warfare, we go forth 
to conflict only with the powers of darkness, under the great Captain 
of salvation ? 

II. But if peace be so important, and so manifestly incumbent on the 
children of the Most High, it will be interesting to inquire, what means 
should be used for its cultivation ? 

1. Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. 
The lusts of the flesh include, among others, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife; and are directly opposed to the exercises of the 
9 ee nature—love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness. If then we 
place ourselves under the guidance of the “Peaceful Dove,” and act 


in conformity with his suggestions, we shall be preserved from biting 
and devouring one another, and shall pursue the things which make 
for peace. And when a brother errs, we shall labor to restore such an 
one, in the spirit of meekness. Whenever the church is rent with un- 
holy contentions, and her members indulge inimical and untender feel- 
ings, she is not walking after the any but after theflesh, and led cap- 


tive by the devil, throwing herself off from the heavenly influences. of 
that Spirit, who flies from the scenes of turmoil and divisions, to seek 
for some more peaceful and quiet resting place. Let the church only 
listen to the wooings of the Spirit, let her members cherish his move- 
ments on their souls, and often sit with docility under his teachings, 
and they will necessarily cultivate the Christian graces of love and - 
peace. 

2. In contending for THE FarTH, avoid the usual concomitants of 
controversy. ‘There is no allusion now to the controversy often exist- 
ing between different departments of Christ’s kingdom, but to that con- 
test which the whole church is expected to maintain with the enemies 
oftruth. The faith of which Jude ks, as the connection will shew, 
is manifestly that which is included in repentance unto life and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ ; for it is opposed to the doctrine of those who 
were “ungodly men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord , even our Lord Jesus Christ; sensual, 
having not the Spirit, walking after their own lusts ;” and is character- 
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ized as the “common salvation.” While therefore the church, as a 
body, is required earnestly to uphold the essential truth of the gospel, 
“ the servant of the Lord must not strive ; but be gentle unto all, apt 
to teach, patient ; in meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves.” The whole contest for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
must be conducted without strife or vain-glory, and with the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ ; so that the sanctifying power of the gospel 
may be manifest even in controversy, and win opposers from the 
snare of the devil. ‘The enemy will come in like a flood, the powers of 
darkness and spiritual wickedness in high places will attack the citadel 
of truth, and the church must maintain her ground, standing fast in 
the Lord : but she will always doit most successfully by keeping the 
unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace, and putting on bowels of 
mercies, kindness, tenderness, humbleness of mind. “ Union is strength.” 
And aunion on such principles would be mighty indeed to the pulling 
down of strong holds. 

3. In reference to differences of opinion among those who name the 
name of Jesus, and acknowledge his reign in their hearts, if they be of 
minor consequence, and not necessary to salvation, they must not be 
dwelt upon, as if of more importance than the vital and practical 
points of the Christian faith. On this subject there is doubtless much 
error in the practice of the church ; much that prevents the cultivation 
of peace, grieves the Spirit of all grace, and throws a cloud over the 
horizon of the Christian world. ‘The Psalmist considered the pro- 
sperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom to be dependent on its peaceful con- 
-dition, and every righteous soul will doubtless respond to this call to 
“ pray for the peace of Jerusalem :” “ For my brethren and companions’ 
sakes, I will now say, peace be within thee.” But how shall we 
sincerely offer up petitions for her welfare, or her unity, while those 
points on which we disagree, are magnified into mountains that sepa- 
rate us from each other; and the infinitely more important matters of 
agreement, are almost buried in oblivion, and excluded from exercising 
their appropriate influence to bind together the members of the body in 
sweetest harmony of love? Oh! when shall the children of God 
leave off doting about strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, railings, 
evil surmisings, and perverse disputings, and desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that they may grow we yee When shall bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking be put away from 
the midst of them? When shall foolish and unlearned questions, 
which only tend to dissever, be dropped, and the weightier matters of 
the Jaw be presented to the view of the church? Not until then will 
peace be extended unto hers a river, and her borders be enlarged. 

We are too prone here to act on the principles of the world, too un- 
willing to compromise, and meet on the broad ground of the common 
faith. Why should not the precious, soul-reviving truths of the gospel 
on which we harmonize, have more influence in uniting us in love, and 
peace, and Christian communion, than‘the confessedly minor ones on 
which we differ, in driving us asunder? “Come,” let us say, like Abra- 
ham to Lot, “let there be no strife, I pray thee, between thee and me, 
for we be brethren.” Let us yield all that we can, and yet be on 
the platform of essential, saving truth: and thus, while we mutually 
overlook smal! mistakes and misapprehensions, we can unite in praying 
for the peace, and laboring for the prosperity of Zion. 

4. Peace will be promoted by not dwelling too exclusively on a 
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single aspect of divine things, nor magnifying one particular doc- 
trine above another of equal importance in the word of God. 

From the various relations in which men are placed, and the differ- 
ent circumstances of their birth and education, they naturally adopt 
variant views, and cherish discordant sentiments. Some have always 
read the Bible with a certain system prominent in the mind, and others, 
with an spettg one. Hence their interpretations of many of the 
more obscure, and some even of the plainer instructions of God’s word, 
will be dissimilar, and modified by preconceived opinions. And from 
the fact of never diverting their attention from this one view of the 
revelations of the gospel, in which they may have been built upby theonly 
authors to whom they have had access, they are prepared to maintain it 
against every other system, and that, too, with warmth and zeal. Thus 
members of the church of Jesus Christ often engage in vain disputes of 
no avail, and oppose one another with all the unholy passions which 
nestle in the hearts of the unregenerate. 

All minds will not bs psa the same system precisely alike, 
especially if it be extended over much ground ; nor is it of high import- 
ance that they do, if there be mutual patience and forbearance, and no 
disposition each to exalt his own adopted creed to such a pitch of ex- 
travagant fondness, as to exclude all others as absolutely false and dan- 
gerous, and those who maintain them as unworthy of Christian courtesy 
and fellowship. We must be willing, for the sake of peace, to sacrifice 
a little selfish affection for our own philosophy, remembering that 
others entertain it as warmly for theirs. 

5. In controversy, verbal or written, impute nothing to opponents 
which they do not allow—neither pervert their meaning, nor attribute 
consequences to them which they disclaim. 

The peace of Christ’s kingdom would be much increased if all con- 
troversialists would bear this remark in mind. How many seem intent 
on finding something erroneous in the writings of those who may not 
fully accord with them in sentiment. And for this purpose, when they 
cannot point out glaring error in the general propositions, either search 
for it in a perverted interpretation of the language, or conjure up 
horrific consequences which the candid reader can never allow. But 
how utterly unkind and unchristian, and how foreign from the Spirit 
of the Master is it, thus to refuse the hand of brotherly love to one who, 
while he agrees with us certainly in the main, would also rather re- 
tract his promulged opinion, than entertain the consequences attributed 
to it! Out of these imagined and falsely charged views, arise most of 
the heart-burnings and discords among brethren, and most of those 
clouds of dust which whirl about the paths of the church, impede her 
progress, and spoil her beauty. 

6. Abstain from censoriousness, and pride of intellect. These 
faultsare intimately connected, and where they exist have a direct ten- 
dency to stop the current of the river of peace, which makes glad the 
cityof God. We mustever remember that the understandings of men 
are not all cast in the same mould, but almost as various as the indi- 
viduals of human society, and that all have not the same appetencies. 
Some find one mode of worship adapted to their feelings, and in that 
experience most profit and pleasure; others choose a different form, 
and under it’sit with most comfort and improvement. Now we may 
not presume to pique ourselves on our superior wisdom, and the pro- 
priety of our choice, and therefore censure those who depart from us 
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into another chamber of the house, which, however inferior in our es- 
timation to that we have selected, is in accordance with their taste, and 
best adapted to their wants. "We must not be wise in our own conceits, 
and say, “we are the people, and wisdom will die with us,” thus as- 
suming to ourselves a singularly correct judgment, wrapping around 
us the robe of self-complacency, and walking forth in self-important 
ey, expecting the world to follow in our wake. No! brethren, 
No! In those matters which are plain to the wayfaring man, and 
cherished by the whole Christian world, we must be steadfast, immova- 
ble: but while we cry with one voice for peace, peace, we must not 
imagine that all the light of Heaven has settled upon our minds, and 
that in order to the attainment of this blessed end, others must borrow 
of us, and extinguish their own. In things of “doubtful disputation,” 
which from this very circumstance are less important, less nec , 
and from which come the “wars and fightings” of the church, we 
must put away all censoriousness, distrust our own decisions, open our 
minds to further illumination, and continually wear the veil of modesty. 
Thus shall we enter into a covenant of peace, and dwell safely in quiet 
habitations, and the God of peace dwell with us. 

In view of results so desirable, we cannot but reflect, how unholy the 
flame which burns in the Christian’s heart, when he cherishes any dis- 
positions opposed to the peace of Jerusalem. Oh! how should the 
church humble herself before God, and, weeping tears for past offences, 
pour forth the fervent prayer, “Peace be within thy walls, and pro- 
sperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I 
will now say, Peace be within thee.” ‘Truly, “they shall prosper, 
that love thee, O Jerusalem !”’—When, Oh! when shall it be said 
of Zion spiritual, “She, is beautiful, the joy of the whole earth, her 
walls salvation, her officers peace, her exactors righteousness !” 





“ How sweet, how heav’nly is the sigh 
When those who love ho Lond. 3 


In one another's peace deligh 
And so fulfil his word :— . 


When free from envy, scorn, and pride 
secrets 
can s i 
And show a brother's leve! - 
Let love, in one delightful stream, 

Thro’ every bosom flow ; 

And union sweet, and dear esteem, 
In every action glow. 

Love is the golden chain that binds 
The happy souls above ; 

And he’s an heir of heaw’n who finds 
His bosom glow with love.” 





